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John Arway, Executive Director 
PA Fish & Boat Commission 
 present the overview of the river and what it means 

economically for a region, synopsis on river health and 
recent declines in the smallmouth fishery, overview of 
recent challenges re: the listing, need for action and 
any parallels to other  

   waterbodies.  
 Moderate the Session 
 



Susquehanna River 
The Basin: 
• Drains 27,510 square miles, 

covering half the land area of 
Pennsylvania and portions of 
New York and Maryland. 

• Includes all or portions of 66 
counties. 

• Comprises 43 percent of the 
Chesapeake Bay's drainage 
area. 

• Has more than 49,000 miles of 
     waterways  
• Has a population of more than 4 
     Million 
• Is the largest tributary of the 

Chesapeake Bay, providing 50 
percent of its fresh water flows. 
 

Source:  www.srbc.net 



Historical significance 
Widely considered one of the best 

smallmouth bass destinations in the 
country 
In 2005, Bassmaster Magazine listed 

as one of top 5 rivers 
American Rivers listed as the America’s 

Most Endangered River in 2005 and 
2011 



YOY Fish Disease Appears in 2005 
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“Blotchy” Bass Syndrome  

Adult Bass Fish  
Issues 
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Multiple Stressors 
Increased Water Temperatures Bacteria 

Intersex Conditions 



Big business 
 Fishing and Boating are big business in 

Pennsylvania 
 $3.4 billion to PA economy, annually 
 18,000 jobs 
 $120 million in state and local tax 

revenue, annually 
 Major recreational resource 

 Susquehanna River smallmouth bass 
(PFBC 2010) 
 Nearly 126,201 trips  
 $3,700,170 (2012 Dollars) 

Photo: M. Hendricks 



Request for PADEP and U.S. EPA to 
Declare the River Sick (Impaired) 

Healthy Fishery, Healthy River Sick Fishery, Sick River 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This concern has also culminated into political action

In Sept. 2008, on the heels of the first year of water quality analysis, the executive director set a letter to the Sectary of PADEP requesting the dissolved oxygen criteria be changed to be more protective of warm-water fisheries based on the guidance of USEPA

In January of this year, the board of commissioner passed a resolution where they called the Susquehanna River impaired and in doing so call to the attention the need for PADEP to take action

And at the past meeting, the executive director took emergency action to impose a regulation change to immediate catch and release beginning Jan 1 2011.  This was also part of a proposed rule-making that will be voted on by the Commission at the April Meeting after the 90-day comment period.  This rule-change, as proposed, will extend for an indefinite period of time until catch-rates increase to past levels.



2013 EPA National Rivers And Streams Assessment: 
More Than Half Of Waterways In 'Poor' Shape 

"The recently published EPA National Rivers and Streams 
Assessment Survey found that over 55 percent of our nation's 
streams and rivers do not support healthy populations of 
aquatic life. A total of 40 percent of our waters have been 
identified to have high levels of phosphorus and 27 percent 
have high levels of nitrogen. Four sampling sites of the 
national survey were located on the Susquehanna River and 
the two Pennsylvania sites rated poor for fish, periphyton, 
water quality and total phosphorus. Since EPA's own data 
corroborated the PFBC's findings that the river is of poor 
quality, we are surprised that EPA did not conclude that we 
need to list the river as impaired and develop a plan to fix it.” 
 
 



http://www.fishandboat.com/susq-impairment.htm 
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Questions 
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